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From

the

eft Rev Shinri Hara, Bishop Hara, Bishop Atone,

Dr Fujimoto, Rev Sakaki, Gary Link, and Leonard Chow

odo Shu in Ilarvaii began rvith the

severe and harsh so

arrival of trvo.voung ministers
from Japan in 1[:i94. Supported b"v

and protection.

it is not difficlllt to imagine
that they naturall-v needed spiritual guidance

the Hau'aii Senh.voshikai (Flarvaii

Unfortunatellr, detailed records of our pioneer

Missionary Association), Rer.. Taijo \,{atsuo,
follorved bv Rev. Gahuo Okabe, were sent to
Har,vaii to visit su$ar plantation camps rvhere

ministers' activities in Harvaii have been lost.
However, their sacrifices and dedication planted
the seeds of Jodo Shu teachings in Hau'aii,

manl'Japanese immi$rants rvorked as contract

r,vhich later blossomed into the founding of 16

laborers. Their camp lives rvere incredibly

Ilau'aii Jodo Shu temples. With the untiring
efforts of all of our pioneer ministers and
members, Ifarvaii Jodo Shu sen'ed the spiritual
needs of the community for 120 years.
Toda.v, hor'vever, the needs of the community

and people have changed rvithin the milieu of

social and technolo$ical transformation on a
Slobal scale. Four of the 16 Jodo Shu temples
Hawaii Council President Leonard Chow

closed, and the Jodo Shu ministry-not
onl;- here in Han'aii but in Japan and
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elser'vhere-face nerv challen$es in this everchangin$ environment. Horv clo u'e chan$e rvith

this trend? What do we need to do to attract
more members to our tradition?
This is hor'v we came to plan r.arious 120th
anniversarv events within the context of
remembering our pioneer ministers rvhile
looking forward to the next generation of Jodo
Shu ministry. It was extremel.v fortuitous
that one of the leading Jodo Shu scholars, Dr.
Ki1'ohiko Fujimoto, Director of the Jodo Shu
Research Institute, accepted our invitation to
be our ke-vnote speaker to offer suggestions
and proposals for our tuture through his talk,
Eastward Morement of Honen Buddhism.
Incidentalll', Dr. Fujimoto is also the resident
minister of Sairen-ji Temple, where one of our
tirst missionaries Rev. Gakuo Okabe came from.

'\ccording to the t1'pical western viewpoint
of histor-v, civilization moved rvestrvard-from
Greek to Rome, Rome to Europe, and Durope
to the U.S. People have also moved u'estr'vard
(i.e., the -r\merican irontier). The transmission
of Buddhism, hou,'el'er, gracluall,v moved
eastrvard over many centuries, from India to
the rest of the Asian continent and to Japan.
This is what is meant b.v "eastrvard movement"
(J. tozen)? Japan as the far end of the so-called

Keynote speaker

Dr Fujimoto

.vears. These ideas transt'ormed over time in
Japan into "ne$"' ideas. One of these Japanese

transformations is the Buddhism that emerged

during the Kamakura period (1185-1333),
beginning with the Pure Land teachings of our
tounder Honein Shonin.

In the modern era, man.v from both East
and West have gathered in Hawaii, near the
center of the Pacific Ocean, rvhere East meets
\Vest. Not onll' people but also diff'erent beliefs
have come to Harvaii. The migration of Honen
Buddhism from Japan to Ilarvaii represents one
example of eastrvard movement. East of Hawaii
is the U.S. mainland and lurther east is Europe.

What possibilities and potential does Honen
Buddhism have as it mor.es eastu'ard to what is
generally considered the West?

East had been the final point of Buddhism and

other Asian cultures and thought for many

The commemorative s.vmposium, Honen

Rev. Eduardo Sasaki of Brazil

Buddhism, East to West, was held on March
14 and 15, 2015, at the Jodo Mission of
I{awaii, to ask these questions. On the first
day, Dr. Fujimoto gave an informative 3-hour
presentation on this theme in Japanese, and
its synopsis rri'as translated and presented b1t
Rev. Shinri Hara in English on the next clay.
We were also fortunate to have Dr. Joji Atone,
Bishop of Jodo Shu North America Buddhist
Pure Land Llfe 201 6, No. 29

N{issions, u.ho $ave a lecture on cultural and
religious ditferences betneen Christianitv and

can become a great asset and entrance to inr.'ite

Budclhism throug,h his experiences in Japanese

\Ve are deepl-v grateful lor the generolrs
support clf the Harvaii members and Joclo
Shu, the Shinho K1'okai, and the ,\ssociation
of Former Oversezrs Nlinisters. \Vc are also
grateful ior the participation of our former
Hau'aii ministers Rev. Kodo Tanalia, Rer'.
Yutetsu Ilara, ancl Rer.. Junl'u Kudo, rvho came

on the first da1'. The next da1', Rev. Eduardo
R1'oho Sasaki of Jodo Shu South America
in Brazil and resident minister of X,Iaringa
Nippakuji Tenple, Garl' Link, a Nenbutsu
devotee from Nerv York, and olrr own Leonard
Chor,, President of the Harvaii Council of Jodo
X'lissions, clelivered excellent presentations of

more people to our .Jodo Shu.

to support this event.

their experiences and yislvpoints. Thror-rgh this
svrnposium, we were able to hear various ideas

to help us r'vith more t'lexible and creative \vays
of ministrf in the future.
Dr. Fr,riimoto pointecl out the significance

of "glocalization," that is, a necessitl' fclr a
"local" base in order f'or Honen Buclclhism to
becomc global. Thus he concluded

it

u.ould be

to realize and establish a
local-st--vle "Nenbutsu" practice cleeplv rootecl
in each place. It is our hope this sl.mposium
ot' utmost importance
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Group photo of guest speakers and ministers
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n 'Iul1' 'l' 2015' the zrssociation of
the .Iodo Shu European Buddhist

Center was presented to the
people of Acon, Normancl.v,
u'here our heacl otTice is norv located.
Pure

-i\con in Normandlt is a beautiful area rvhere

the small L'Avre River follor'vs from the same
riverbed as the Seine before t'lor'ving to the
ocean. We first presented the association to the
ma--vor and the municipal counsel. Then, ll'e

Lafd Llle 2016 No.29

Enjoying {ellowship in Acon

New f riends from the community

decided to gather rvith the residents of Acon in
Jul-y, durin$ a ver.v rvarm period

in France.

During

this

gathering, Rer'. Itoso

Four or five day's before this meeting, rr'e
organized a ceremony ll'ith the help of our

proposed to the
ma.vor to organize

neighborhood.

conferences about

The dav before, three members ot' the
association and a professional chef came to
prepare the menu, r,vhich included yakitori,

Buddhism in the
tuture.

came in order to help ancl prepare the

\"Ioreover, Rer'.
Koso suggested
the same kind of
0ur friendly and energetic
nai
bor
discussion to take
place in larger towns
as rvell. Afterlvarcls, everyone enjolred the
r,r.ondertul bufTet. The dav ended in a peacetul

ceremonv.

zrnd quiet atmosphere.

sushi, and kuslriketsu.

it

first time that
they ate Japanese food and it r,vas a real
For most people,

rvas the

discoverl'.

The dal' of the anniversary, other members

At noon, the temperatltre reached

gh

4l)

degrees but fi1t.v or so people gathered.

First, Reverend Koso made a speech as the
President of the Association ancl presented
Jodo Shu, its origins $'ith Ilonen Shonin and
its influence on Japanese Buddhism. 'Lhen, the
members presented themselr.es and the mayor

and the President of the Japanese members
association in Paris also spoke. The mavor
insisted on the spirit of tolerance in l'rance. He
also added that he was ver.y pleased to cliscover

another culture.

Town counci lors
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The Signilicance ol Family
Memorial Services
Rer'. Kodo Tarraha
Jodoslru North America
Buddhist N'Iissions
Since the U.S. is a societli that embraces "individual

freedom" and "independence" uncler God, the
famil1' oriented temple supporting s.vstem, u'hich is
traditionall.v aa,lled tlctnka in Japan, is not popular

in American societl-. Also in \Vestern countries,
celebrating anniversaries of birth is popular such
as the 2.50th anniversar,v of trIozart's birth, but it is
not common to count the --vears zLfter one's death to

commemorate memoriai anniversaries. Ilorvever, in
Japanese Buddhism, \\'e count memorial anniverslries
and periodicalll' observe services to dcdicate merit to
the deceascd. This unique custom mal'be regarded as a
distinctive i'eature of .lapanese Budclhism. In such broad
and large areas as Southern California, it is not easf ior
families and relatives to arrange their schedules to set
up a memorial anniversarl' service for the dcceased.
But still, r.r'e are makin$ our best elTort to encouragc our
ten-rple sllpporters to observe one for their familv.

It is otten

saicl that "a man dies

tl'ice." The tirst

cleath

is his ph-vsical death re$arded to occr-lr rvhen he dies.
The second is considered to occur s.hen no one cares

to remember him. In that scnse, .Iapanese Bucldhism
provides us a practical system to not only prevent the
deceascd from their "second death" bv repaving them
for their favor, but to also face the issue of our o\vrl
"first cleath" through the reminiscence of them. \Iost
importantl.v, these customs help conrrect the past ancl
present ivithin families and encouralies us to pr-rt religious
acts into practice at home. Let us all be delighted to have

Extending a special prayer f0r 0ur ancestors: Bon Segaki Service

had this tradition that passed dos,n this great religious
custom to this da--v. Let us be proud to have it ancl r.itir
much jo1', let r-rs put it into practice toda,v.

ffis"mx$fr
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South America Maringa
Nippakuji Temple and Wajunkai
Nursing Home 40th Anniversary
81'Rer'. Ryoho Sasaki
.krdoshu South Anrericnn Nlissions

The .Iodo Shu Soutl-r American }{issions celebrated
the 40th anniversar,v of tl-re N.Iaringa Nippakuji Temple
and its social welfare program knorvn as \Vajunkai
Shelter for the Elderlv. On .Iune 6, 2015, blessecl b.v a
sunnl'sh1', thc commcmorative program rvas attended
b,v over 50{.) people, includin!, the temple members,
supporters, and Brazilian authorities from the 1oca1
tol.n hall to state officials, as rvell as the Japanese
consular representatives. Our event \\ras part of the
ofi'icial calendar celebratin!, 120 .vears of diplomatic and
friendship ties betu'een Brazil and Japan.
Starting the da1' *,as the religious ceremonv
conducted b1' Rer'. Shinko Kanda of Osaka Shozenji Temple, accompanicd b-v many other Jodo Shu
membcrs, along rvith all the South American kaikvoshi
missionaries. The con$ratulator--v letter from our Jodo
Rvoji To.vooha
Shu
'\rchbishop Yuishin Ito and Bishop
from the Jodo Shu administrative headquarters were
read. Thc temple overflorved \\.ith man)' people r'vho
attended the ceremonl'.
Shifting to the \Vajunkai NIain IIall, it rvas the local
and state officials'turn to deliver the speeches. A letter
to remind us of the origins of the social rvelfare arm

Special blessing for new-born babies
Pure Land Llfe
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of the Jodo Shu mission in Brazil rvas also delivered
from Rev. X.{asatoshi Hasegal'a, chairman of Shukutoku
Bducational S-vstem and son of the first South American
Bishop, rvho lvrote about the historical path, the

and folding tables placed under trees. Our plan nou'
is to construct a proper roofed area that cor-rld also be
used for a range of outdoor activities. ,\n1'one rvlshin$
to make a donation towards this construction can

importance of the mission, and its commitment tor,r,ards

contact Amidaji.

the community social development throuph social
l'elfare, education and religious rvorh.
Bishop Yomei Sasaki has run the institution for all
the 40 vears, since the very beginriing rvhen he n'as .10
ycars old. He greetcd all thc attcndants ancl mentioned
that sheltering the needy in our community was only
possible b-v the support and understanding of all peoples
who rvere fortunate enouSh to overcome the challenges
that our earlv immi$rants and ancestors faced in this
nelv land. They rvere all compassionate in order to
cxtend their hands lbr those rvho \\rere not able to reach

their orvn dreams.
:'1{ltrY.!{ry

!tl
'-,?f.

]ltirflr
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0cha-e in the backyard

an'q

i\nother cxperimcnt that I initiated in 2015 rvas to
chan!,e the activities held ever,v Saturdav. In previous
)'ears, the first three Saturda.vs of the month rvould be
devoted to Dharma talhs and the last rvould be sct aside
for the tr'Iagpie Bunko. The problem for the Dharmer
talks rvas that thel' clid not take into account holv
those in attenclance already knclr, about llonen's
teachings. In addition, rather than listening to doctrine

nuch

Bishop Shinko Kanda of Hozenl Temple, Osaka, representing Jodo

some people rvantecl to discuss personal issues. To
address this, I changed the Dharma talks to an 'Open
Da1" held on the second and fourth Saturderl. of each

Shu at the 40th Celebration in Maringa

month. This

&axm*rm$xm

individual.
Lastl,v, in 2016 I am going to experiment \\.ith the
\Iagpie Bunko. It r'r'ill change to a 'terahoya' to be held
everv first and third Saturday. Here, children will not
on1,v have exposure to listening and readin! Japanese

Small Changes,
Big Diflerence
81- Rev.

r.r.av,

I can attend to the

neecls of each

but u.ill also develop skills in speaking and rvriting
Japanese.

Tetsulrr \Vilson

2015 rvas a year of experimentation at Amidaji. As in
previous years, I performed the annual ceremonies
such as Ohigan and Obon but this vear I tlicd some
small changes. For example, for this year's Obon,
instead ot' having 'Ocha-e', tea and Japanese sweets,
inside Amidaji at the conclusion of the ceremony, rve
\vent outsidc into the back,vard. For Australians, the
'back1'ard' of one's home is a place rvhere family and
friends gather informally to converse and share food
and drink. It usually takes the form of a barbcque
and on anv rveekend someone is havin$ one in ,-vour
neighborhood. It's part of Australian culture. This
smal1 change rvas greeted rvith enthusiasm b1' all lr.ho
attended. As it rvas just an experimcnt, rve made do
rvith temporary furnishinls, r'r4rich consisted of chairs
Pure Land L fe 201
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The lVain Hall, Miei-do ("Founder's Hail

)

which houses a wooden image of H0nen Shonin

In addition to the !,rand l-read temple Chionin and head tcmplc Konkai Koml'o-ji, rvhich
ne introduced in prerrious issues, .Ioclo Shu has
another head temple (claihonzalr) in Kvoto,
hnorvn as II1'ahumanben Chion-ji. Located nexl to
K-voto Universitv's main camplrs, this head temple

popular local temple referrecl simplv to as
"Hyahumanben" (litcrall1., "1 million times" [of

is

zr

Nenbutsu chanting]) or "Chion-.ii san." Accordin$

to traclition, thc tcmplc's origin dates back to
the Tendai master Dnnin (794-861), rvho is saicl
to have built a small temple called Kotoku-in
(Temple of \{erit ancl Virtue), north of the Kyoto
Imperial Palace (the temple movcd to its current
location in 1661). After Ilonen Shonin establishecl
the teachings of Jodo Shu in 1175, he left Nlount
Hiei ancl u'as invited to reside here to teach the
Nenbutsu. Later, Honen Shonin's close disciple
Seikan-bo Genchi built a hall in this location in
memor.v of and gratitude for his mastcr and named

Juzu kuri, practice 0f passing the beads of a large rosary ttlhile

it Chion-ji, or the "Temple

chanting the Nenbutsu.

t'or Knou.ing Gratitude."

Prre Land L fe 2016 No. 29

In 1331, zr lar!,e earthquake llit K).oto, causing much
destruction ancl an outbreak of discases. .\t tllat time,
Empercir Godaigo ashed the temple's abbot Zenna Kalen to

offer pral'ers to end the scor,rr$e so the abbot chanted the
Nenbutsu a million times ovcr a period of seven da1's and
seven nights. \Vith the end of the pestilence, the Emperor
granted the temple the name "Hvakumanben" and donated
:r lar$e rosary r,vith 5:10 beads and a hanging scroll, knou.n as

Riken Mr-ogo ("Namr,r ,\micla Butsu" \\.ritten r,r.ith characters

in the clesign

ot' the boclhisattva Nlanjusri's sword), b.v the

Shingon t'ounder Knkai (77'1-835). Thereat'ter, the priesrs

hung this scroll and formed a circle to chant u,ith this
rosary to offer Nenbutsu przrvers after calamities. This r,vas
thc beginning of 7u.tu kuri, or rotating zr lar$c rosarv rvhilc
chanting the Nenltutsu, rvhich later spread throughout Japan.
This practice continues

todav on the fifteenth
clal' ot' each month at
I

lr';rli

u rrra rt

ben

Stdnding Amida Buddha

Ch ion-

ji. If ,vou visit the templc toclal',

.vou can see the largest rosarv in

Japern-rvhich has 1080 beads and measllres 110 m (approx. 3(r0
ft) in length zrnd 320 kg (705 lbs) in ."veight-cncircling rhe inside
of the lliei-dar. or the l,Iain IIall.

This muclr-loved head temple continues to otTer spiritual solace
and a rvonderful sense of contmunitv as it has clone for hundreds oI

trom the main gate, vou can see the lar$e tr{iei-do
up in front. On the rigllt is the nurser,v school zrncl on the lct't is
the Amida Hall. As 1'ou proceed, .vou u.ill see the Shakl'amuni
1-ears. Enterin$,

Hall on the right and a bell tower on the left. Further on the
right side is the Seishi Hall, and standing next to the X,Iiei-do is a
small columbarium. Surrounding thc expansive temples grounds
arc eight sub-temples. Hyahumanben Chion-ii also has several
important cultural assets such as Strr';ncling Amida Buddha b1. the
celebrated Buddhist sculptor Kaikei (active earlv 13'h centurJ-) and
Chinese Pure Lancl Mctster Shanclctct.

Pure Land lVaster Shandao

In recent vears, the temple has also been ver.v popular among
locals ancl visitors zrlihe for its large monthl.v tezukuri ichi
(hanclicraft marhet) and monthl.v Namuchd (a food fair based on
the concept of healthl' eating and pror.icling fresh vegetables, and
namecl after "Nzrmu" from "Namu Amida Butsu" and c/ri from
marchi or marhet in French), helcl on its grounds.
Pure Land Life 201 6, No. 29
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will always be grateful to him.
I am currently the president of Kahului Jodo
Mission's YBA (Young Buddhists' Association). C)ur
75th Annual State Convention will be held on Maui
in June, and we welcome you to join our celebration'

Jennie Hashiro
President ol Kahului
Jodo Mission YBA

The convention is always a great time to $et to$ether

with other Jodo Mission members and friends

Greetings from Maui, Hawaii! My name is Jennie
Hashiro. I am a sa,nsei (third-generation JapaneseAmerican), who was born and raised in Hilo, on the
island of Hawaii, where my family are members of
the Hilo Meishoin Temple. After colle$e, my husband
Bob and I settled and raised our family on Maui.
Rev. Gido Shimbo was very instrumental in $ettin$
us into Kahului Jodo Mission as active members. We

throughout the state of Hawaii. We not only enjoy
the fellowship but also discuss ways to stren$then
Buddhism for a bri$hter future.

Jodo Buddhism plays an important part of my
life. I try to live by the teachin$s of Honen Shonin,
the Eight Fold Path, and the Golden Chain, and
hope to share these teachin$s with others'

Pure Land Life 2016, No.29

Chieko Kase
Member ol Jodo Shu European
Buddhism Center, Paris
Since the creation of the Jodo Shu European
Buddhism Center 9 .vears ago, Archbishop N'Iano has
visited us every ,vear to deliver his Dharma talks.
It is alna,vs a jo1' 16 hear him and be able to have
exchanges about Buddhism. I feel deepl.v gratelul for
his teachings.

I came to France rvith my husband, 49 vears rLio.
\Vhen he died 10 ,vears ago, I fclt realll' depressed.
At that time, I hearcl about the conferences on Jodo
Shu organized by Rev. Koso. I started to participate
and came to enjo,v studying about Buddhism.
In recent years, France has been hurt b,v the
terrorism. \\tith the tra$ic events, I feei our future is
uncertain. Unfortunately, we now live rvith fear and
anxiet)-. This is rvhy'I am deepll' convinced that rve
have to live rvith the teaching of Buddhism in order
to carry on in our iirture. Personally, I tr.v to r,vorh on
m1' spirit based on Buddhist teachings in m,v daily
lit'e. I sincereh'thank Rer'. Koso for his efforts.

:.1

I

Committee. Remembcring the pursuing vears. we
ir.

hacl manl' ups ancl dorvns, but throu$h the support of

Torao Tad Uyemura
Member ol North America
Buddhist Missions, Los Angels
IJello, everr.one. X,I1' name is Torao Tad U5'emurzt
and I r'vas Chairman of the Board of Directors i'or
manv --years for Jodoshu North America Buddhist
N{issions, n'hen we rvere located on Jefferson Blvd.
\\rhen lve undertook the building of the nerv temple
in Little Tokyo, I also served as Chair of the Building
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temple members and especiallv frorn.Iodo Shu Japan
and Bukkvo Universit"v, our pro.iect rvas completed.
Toda,v, I am glad that this beautilul builcling has
become a place of gathering of love and friendship
tbr our con$regation rvhere rve can come to hear the
Nembutsu prayer and meaning of Jodo Budclhism,
and enjo,v tast,v lunches served b1' our Fujinkai
ladies. \Vhat more can we ask for? So, piease
continue to support the temple aotivities and attend
the r,vondertul services at our temple. \\rith Gassho.

!":. \*.. "

ol the temple's Gojikai Support Fund Group. The
N'Iorimitsu family came from Fukuoka Prefecture
in Japan, and his appointment to the post rvas due
to his direct relationship with Zendo-ji Temple,
one of the most important head temples of our

'

Mr. and Mrs. Teruaki Morimitsu
Member ol Jodoshu Soulh America,
Maringa Nippakuji Temple
X'{r. and X,lrs. 'I'eruaki Nlorimitsu are members of
the X{aringa Nippakuji Temple since the beginning
of its activities back in 1975. FIis late father, llr.

Shikazo X{orimitsu, lvas the first board president

denomination. X,Ir. Shikazo was u'ell acquainted to
the late missionarv Rer'. Shunyu Shikamori rvho
t'as instrumental in passing dorvn the tradition

of Nenbutsu recitation. X{r. Shikazo rvas also

a

successful coffee farmer, and NIr. Teruaki is a retired
\,\V car dealership o\vner.
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Honen Shonin (7133-7212), as the founder of Japan's
first independent Pure Land Buddhist community, is
one of the most essential figures of Japanese Buddhism.
As a basis for establishing his new community, Honen
selected three essential sutras for the study and practice

of the Pure Land way. These are what he called the
Tlree Pure Land St-ttrcts (Jodo Sanbukyo), consistin$ of
the LarSer and Smaller Sukhqt:crtiayuha',Sufras and
tt.e Visualixation Sutra. This publication is the first
authoritative English translation of these sutras by Jodo
Shu, the denomination that Honen founded in 1175. As
the collaborative work of Jodo Shu's top scholars in a
variety of flelds and containin$ full annotation, this
book is designed for both scholars as well as studentpractitioners of Pure Land Buddhism and will be an
important contribution to understanding Pure Land
thouAht and practice in Japan.

Puhlished by Jodo Shu Press,
March 2014

Paperback
(ISBN-1 0: 4883530668)

$14.90
Available from Amazon,com

Jodo Shu Department ol Social and Overseas Affairs
4-7-4 Shibakoen, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 105-001 1 Japan
E-mail: kaikyo @ jodo.or.jp

Jodo Missions of Hawaii
E-mail: hawaiijodo @yahoo.com

Jodoshu North America Buddhist Missions
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